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SIR: 



In response to the Species Election Requirement contained in the Office Action of 
June 15, 2004, applicants hereby elect Species II (Figure 4) for continued examination in 
the above-identified application. Claims 3-5 read on the elected species. 

This election is made with a qualified traverse. Applicants respectfully submit 
that Species II and III (Figurs 4 and 5) are so close that concurrent examination of both 
species would not constitute an undue burden on the Examiner. Claims 15-17 read on 
Species III. 

The steps performed in carrying out the method of Species III are essentially 
identical to the steps performed in carrying out the method of Species II. Both methods 
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collect motion feature information in order to classify motion activity into three 
categories, namely, no movement, little movement, and a lot of movement. Both 
methods entail use of a coding mode of a macro block to describe motion activity. 

The main difference between the method of Species II and the method of Species 
III is the type of information used to characterize the amount of motion activity. In the 
method of Species II (Figure 4), a frequency of an Inter mode of a No_MC, a frequency 
of an Intra mode of the No_MC, and a frequency with respect to the MC mode are 
obtained as motion feature information. Figure 4 shows the operation steps for obtaining 
the information. In the method of Species III (Figure 5), a frequency of a coded mode 
and a frequency of a Not_Coded mode are obtained as motion feature information with 
respect to the MC mode of the MB_Mode. Figure 5 shows the operation steps for 
obtaining the information. 

Figures 4 and 5 essentially show identical motion-activity-describing methods. 
Applicants respectfully request that claims 15-17 be examined together with claims 3-5. 

Should the Examiner believe that direct contact with applicant's attorney would 
advance the prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
undersigned at the number below. 
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